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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6, 9-13, and 16-36 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6, 9, 11-13, and 16-36 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dodge et al (USPN 5,655,130) in view of Nehab et al (USPN 
6,029,182). 

With respect to claim 1 , Dodge et al disclose a method for generating a 
publication, comprising: 

inputting an ephemeral interest into a client (input/output device 54, col. 8, lines 
51-52 and see Fig. 4), wherein the ephemeral interest (variation-specific element 44, 
col. 7, line 53) is of use in identifying at least one content item to be included in the 
publication (document filter 60 can filter content, col. 8, lines 52-56); 

requesting the publication based at least in part upon the ephemeral interest of 
the identified user from a publication system (CDS document generation system, col. 7, 
lines 33-38); and 
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printing out the publication received from the publication system, the publication 
including the at least one content item (from the CDS database, many different types of 
printed or electronic documents can be produced, col. 5, lines 16-21). 

Dodge et al fails to teach inputting a user identifier into the client. 

Nehab et al discloses a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are 
from the similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
personal I.D. feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable 
of retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 3, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 1 , wherein the 
inputting of the ephemeral interest into the client further comprises: 

inputting an ephemeral interest reference into the client (users electronically tailor 
their view of the document so it includes only the information they want to see, col. 6, 
lines 65-67); and 

obtaining the ephemeral interest from a reference mapper (document database 
processor 12, col. 6, lines 24-26) based upon the ephemeral interest reference. 

With respect to claim 4, Dodge et al disclose a method comprising inputting a 
relative weight of the ephemeral interest into the client, the relative weight indicating a 
proportionality to be afforded to the ephemeral interest relative to an enduring interest in 
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identifying the at least one content item to be included in the publication (filter and 
formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest relative to 
remaining elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52-59). 

With respect to claim 5, Dodge et al disclose a method wherein the inputting of 
the ephemeral interest into the client further comprises: 

scanning a document to obtain a digital representation thereof (input/output 
device 54, col. 8, lines 51-52 and see Fig. 4); and 

parsing an amount of data in the digital representation of the document to identify 
the ephemeral interest included therein (filter and formatter 50 along with document 
rules 42 determines content of interest, col. 7, lines 52-59). 

With respect to claim 6, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 1 , wherein the 
inputting of the ephemeral interest (variation-specific element 44, col. 7, line 53) into the 
client further comprises entering the ephemeral interest into the client using an input 
device (input/output device 54, col. 8, lines 51-52 and see Fig. 4). 

Claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 1 . 

Claim 1 1 is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 3. 

Claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 4. 

Claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 5. 

With respect to claim 16, Dodge et al disclose a system for generating a 
publication, comprising: 

means for inputting an ephemeral interest (input/output device 54, col. 8, lines 
51-52 and see Fig. 4) of the identified user, wherein the ephemeral interest is of use in 
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identifying at least one content item to be included in the publication (variation-specific 
element 44, col. 7, line 53); 

means for generating a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest from a publication system (CDS document generation system, col. 7, 
lines 33-38), wherein the request is to be applied to the publication system (from the 
CDS database, many different types of printed or electronic documents can be 
produced, col. 5, lines 16-21); and 

means for executing a printing of the publication received from the publication 
system, the publication including the at least one content item (from the CDS database, 
many different types of printed or electronic documents can be produced, col. 5, lines 
16-21). 

Dodge et al fails to teach a means for inputting a user identifier. 

Nehab et al discloses a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are 
from the similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
personal I.D. feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable 
of retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 17, Dodge et al disclose a system (CDS document 
generation system, col. 7, lines 33-38) for generating a publication, comprising: 
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a processor circuit having a processor (document database processor 12, col. 6, 
lines 20-26) and a memory (database 10, col. 6, lines 20-23); 

a point of publication system stored in the memory and executable by the 
processor, the point of publication system including: 

logic that inputs an ephemeral interest of the identified user, wherein the 
ephemeral interest is of use in identifying at least one content item to be included in the 
publication (input/output device 54, col. 8, lines 51-52 and see Fig. 4); 

logic that generates a request for the publication based at least in part upon the 
ephemeral interest from a publication system (CDS document generation system, col. 7, 
lines 33-38), wherein the request is to be applied to the publication system (from the 
CDS database, many different types of printed or electronic documents can be 
produced, col. 5, lines 16-21); and 

logic that executes a printing of the publication received from the publication 
system, the publication including the at least one content item (from the CDS database, 
many different types of printed or electronic documents can be produced, col. 5, lines 
16-21). 

Dodge et al fails to teach logic that inputs a user identifier. 

Nehab et al discloses a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are 
from the similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
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personal I.D. feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable 
of retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 18, Dodge et al disclose a system wherein the logic that 
inputs the ephemeral interest further comprises logic that parses an amount of data in a 
digital representation of a scanned document (using input/output device 54, col. 8, lines 

51- 52 and see Fig. 4) to identify the ephemeral interest included therein (filter and 
formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest, col. 7, lines 

52- 59). 

With respect to claim 19, Dodge et al disclose a system of claim 17, further 
comprising logic that inputs a relative weight of the ephemeral interest into the client, 
the relative weight indicating a proportionality to be afforded to the ephemeral interest 
relative to an enduring interest in identifying the at least one content item to be included 
in the publication (filter and formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines 
content of interest relative to remaining elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52- 
59). 

With respect to claim 20, Dodge et al disclose a method for generating a 
publication, comprising: 

identifying a number of content items to be included in the publication, wherein at 
least some of the content items convey information associated with an ephemeral 
interest (filter and formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of 
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interest relative to remaining elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52-59) of the 
identified user; 

formatting the publication for printing by a client (using filter and formatter 50); 

and 

transmitting the publication to the client for printing (from the CDS database, 
many different types of printed or electronic documents can be produced, col. 5, lines 
16-21). 

Dodge et al fails to teach identifying a user via user identified input. 

Nehab et al teaches of a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33) and the user's personal I.D. is then retrieved in step S502 (col. 8, 
lines 30-31 ). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are from the 
similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the personal I.D. 
retrieval feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable of 
retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 21 , Dodge et al disclose a method wherein the identifying 
of the number of content items to be included in the publication further comprises 
performing a search among a number of potential content items for the content items 
that convey the information associated with the ephemeral interest (filter and formatter 
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50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 
48.1, col. 8, lines 1-8). 

Dodge et al fails to teach identifying a user via user identifier input. 

Nehab et al teaches of a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33) and the user's personal I.D. is then retrieved in step S502 (col. 8, 
lines 30-31 ). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are from the 
similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the invention, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the personal I.D. 
retrieval feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable of 
retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 22, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 20, further 
comprising maintaining a user profile that includes an enduring interest associated with 
a user (a custom document is generated from a source file created by a user, col. 5, 
lines 36-40). 

With respect to claim 23, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 22, wherein the 
identifying of the number of content items to be included in the publication further 
comprises performing a search among a number of potential content items for the 
content items that convey information associated with both the ephemeral interest and 
the enduring interest (filter and formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines 
content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, lines 1-8). 
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With respect to claim 24, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 22, wherein the 
identifying of the number of content items for the publication further comprises: 

performing a first search for a number of ephemeral content items conveying 
information associated with the ephemeral interest (filter and formatter 50 along with 
document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, 
lines 1-8); and 

performing a second search for a number of enduring content items conveying 
information associated with the enduring interest (filter and formatter 50 along with 
document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, 
lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 25, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 24, wherein the 
identifying of the number of content items for the publication further comprises 
identifying a first number of the ephemeral content items and a second number of 
enduring content items for inclusion in the publication based upon a relative weight 
established between the ephemeral and the enduring interests (filter and formatter 50 
along with document rules 42 determines content of interest relative to remaining 
elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52-59). 

With respect to claim 26, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 20, further 
comprising maintaining a user profile that includes a number of source ratings 
associated with a corresponding number of content item sources (filter and formatter 50 
along with document rules 42 determines content of interest relative to remaining 
elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52-59). 
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With respect to claim 27, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 26, further 
comprising adding a new one of the source ratings to the user profile based upon a 
content item feedback received from a client (filter and formatter 50 along with 
document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, 
lines 1-8. The CDS authoring methodology gets feedback from users in the nine-step 
process, col. 17, line 62 -col. 18, line 11). 

With respect to claim 28, Dodge et al disclose a method of claim 26, further 
comprising determining whether a content item is to be excluded from the publication 
based upon a content item source rating associated with the content item (filter and 
formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a 
document 48.1, col. 8, lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 29, Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium for generating a publication, comprising: 

code that identifies a number of content items to be included in the publication, 
wherein at least some of the content items convey information associated with an 
ephemeral interest (filter and formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines 
content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, lines 1-8) of the identified user; 

code that formats the publication for printing by a client (using filter and formatter 
50); and 

code that transmits the publication to the client for printing (from the CDS 
database, many different types of printed or electronic documents can be produced, col. 
5, lines 16-21). 
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Dodge et al fails to teach code that inputs a user identifier. 

Nehab et al discloses a document retrieval system where a user is allowed to 
enter a personal ID at a workstation 1 in order to retrieve documents of personal interest 
(col. 8, lines 28-33). Dodge et al and Nehab et al are analogous art because they are 
from the similar problem solving area of information retrieval. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to add the 
personal I.D. feature of Nehab et al to Dodge et al in order to obtain a system capable 
of retrieving subject matter of personal interest. The motivation for doing so would be to 
filter information. 

With respect to claim 30, Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium of claim 29, wherein the code that identifies the number of 
content items to be included in the publication further comprises code that performs a 
search among a number of potential content items for the content items that convey the 
information associated with the ephemeral interest (filter and formatter 50 along with 
document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 48.1, col. 8, 
lines 1-8). 

With respect to claim 31 , Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium of claim 29, further comprising code that maintains a user 
profile that includes an enduring interest associated with a user (a custom document is 
generated from a source file created by a user, col. 5, lines 36-40). 

With respect to claim 32, Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium wherein the code that identifies the number of content items 
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to be included in the publication further comprises code that performs a search among a 
number of potential content items for the content items that convey the information 
associated with both the ephemeral interest and the enduring interest (filter and 
formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest relative to 
remaining elements and their relationships, col. 7, lines 52-59). 

With respect to claim 33, Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium comprising code that adds a source rating to a user profile 
based upon a content item feedback received from a client (filter and formatter 50 along 
with document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a document 48.1 , col. 8, 
lines 1-8. The CDS authoring methodology gets feedback from users in the nine-step 
process, col. 17, line 62 - col. 18, line 11). 

With respect to claim 34, Dodge et al disclose a program embodied in a 
computer readable medium of claim 33, further comprising code that determines 
whether a content item is to be excluded from the publication based upon a respective 
one of a number of source ratings that is associated with the content item (filter and 
formatter 50 along with document rules 42 determines content of interest to create a 
document 48.1, col. 8, lines 1-8). 

Claim 35, a system claim, is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 20. 

Claim 36, a system claim, is rejected for the same reasons as that of claim 17. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 7, 8, 14, and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Lett whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7464. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-3:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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